Irish College of GPs Research & Education Grant 2026

Guidance Notes:  

Applications for a research and education grant are now invited from members and GP trainees interested in exploring a research study or innovative project in general practice. This call is open to academic GPs, trainers, assistant/scheme directors and trainees enrolled on the higher specialist training scheme in general practice.
Grants will only be approved for projects which have not started at the time of application and will be completed within 24 months. Proposals should be submitted for projects up to a maximum of € 4,000, however, smaller grant amounts will also be welcomed. 
Research studies should address a clearly defined research question and describe appropriately aligned methodological approaches to answer that question. All research designs (qualitative, quantitative etc.) will be considered, along with proposals for well-designed scoping reviews.

For quality improvement projects or educational initiatives, the project description should include clearly defined project aims and objectives, methods, evaluation approaches and projected outputs. 

Applicants should also carefully consider the inclusion of public and patient interest (PPI) representatives throughout the design and conduct of the research study where appropriate. Please also include plans, where appropriate, for approval by a Research Ethics Committee. 
Project budgets should be clearly itemised and may include fees (where appropriate) for an open access publication and conference fees for presentation of the project at a national or international conference (max 1 attendance fee). Travel costs will not be funded through this grant. 

Please note:

· All sections of the form must be completed in full

· Please do not exceed the word limit for each section of the application

· All members of the research team must sign the application (digital signatures will be accepted) and a CV must be submitted for each member 
· A project Gantt chart should be attached to the application

Submission:  
Completed application forms should be submitted via email to research@icgp.ie with the subject heading ‘Irish College Research & Education Grant Application 2026’
Failure to comply with the above requirements and failure to submit by this deadline will result in your application being deemed ineligible. 

Assessment Procedures:  
Applications will be screened for eligibility and will then be reviewed by the grant awarding committee.  Successful applicants will be notified by September 2026.
Following review of applications, you will be informed of the decision of the review panel. 

A letter of offer including the acceptance form and regulations will be sent to all approved project applicants. The acceptance form must be signed by successful applicants on approval. 

Contact Details:  
All enquiries and correspondence relating to this initiative should be addressed to research@icgp.ie
Application Form 2026
Section A: Applicant Details

Project Lead: 
	Name
	

	Email 
	

	Contact phone number
	

	Member of the Irish College of GPs 
	

	GP trainee
	If yes, please provide the name of your scheme 


*If more than one project lead please copy and paste a second table here
List other Participants/Investigators 

	Co-applicant
	Current Post/role
	Role in project

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Give details of each applicant’s research/other experience relevant to this application and their role in the proposed study (300 words each)
	(Co) Applicant
	Project experience
	Role in project

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section B: Project Details

	Title of project (maximum 20 words)

	
	


	 Keywords (maximum five keywords)

	
	


	Describe the background to this proposal (750 words) including a justification of the
work to be conducted, or a gap analysis 

	
	


	What is the research question? (for research projects only)

	
	


	Describe the aims and objectives of the proposed project (200 words) 
(please complete for all project designs)

	
	


	For research studies please provide details on the study design, methodological
approach and proposed methods to conduct this study, including details of participant
recruitment, PPI engagement, data collection and analysis, data protection and
ethical issues identified (1000 words)

** for scoping review proposals, please provide details of how the search strategy will be developed, inclusion/exclusion criteria, screening and data extraction plans and procedures (1000 words)

	
	


	For education initiatives please provide details on the project design, approach and proposed evaluation including details, where relevant, of participant recruitment, PPI engagement, data collection and analysis, data protection and ethical issues identified (1000 words)

	
	


	For Quality improvement initiatives please provide an aim statement, driver diagram and proposed PDSA cycles and evaluation methods including details, where relevant, of participant recruitment, PPI engagement, data collection and analysis, data protection and ethical issues identified (1000 words)

	
	


	Please provide a Gantt chart detailing the project timelines and deliverables (for all projects)

	
	


	Will this project require approval by a Research Ethics Committee? 
If yes, please provide details of the REC and expected date of submission for review 

	
	


	Describe your plans to disseminate information/results both during and at the conclusion of your project (400 words)

	
	


Summary of Total Project Budget:

In this section, please detail all direct costs expected for the project including transcription fees, PPI representative remuneration, participant expenses

Salaries, academic course fees, travel and non-research equipment e.g. laptops will not be funded

	COST ITEMS (please add lines as needed)
	Description/justification of costs

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total cost
	


Signature page

Project Lead(s):    
Name




Signature



Date

Co-applicants

Name: 



Signature



Date

Application deadline:    Noon Friday, 14th August 2026
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